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DISTINGUISHED and cynical ob- 
A server of current events remarked the 

other day that at no previous moment in 
human history had there been so much activity 
and so little achievement in the literary world. 
We do not propose on this occasion to discuss the 
implications of his remark, beyond suggesting that 
his verdict on what he saw was quite probably 
correct, but that equally probably his opinion was 
arrived at through not knowing where to look to 
see something else. We suspect that there are 
quite a number of other people, bemused by the 
loud cries of popular critics and over-enthusiastic 
publishers, who would endorse his opinion; we 
suspect further that they are victims of the same 
error. It is, in brief, beyond the ability of anyone 
who does not devote his whole time to the task to 
know precisely what zs happening in the literary 
world to-day, and only to one person in a thousand 
is given the requisite time todo so. For the other 
nine hundred and ninety nine (or rather for those 
of them who are not content indefinitely to share 
the distinguished cynic’s bewilderment) there is 
the alternative of relying on the literary pages of 
THE SPECTATOR. In the adjoining column 
is given a list of writers who have contributed to 
our literary pages during the first half of 1934. 
We believe that their names alone will be enough 
to substantiate our contention that our literary 
pages have an authority and distinction which are 
to-day unrivalled among English periodicals. 
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Just Published 


WYNDHAM LEWIS 
Men Without Art 


A new volume of literary criticism. With 
chapters on Ernest Hemingway ; Virginia 
Woolf; William Faulkner; T. S. Eliot ; 
Satire in Fiction; Gustave Flaubert; 
Henry James, etc. 


10/6 Net. 


CASSELL 


Mr. John Masefield 


The famous Poet Laureate writes: 


*¢Cancer is one of the most terrible 
enemies life has. The men and 
women who are fighting cancer are 
the soldiers most worthy of support 
now in the World. Help them to 
find the cause of the curse and the 
means of destroying it. Atleast help 
them to help those suffering from it. 
A large bank overdraft is still outstanding, and it is earnestly hoped that 


sufficient Donations and Subscriptions will be forthcoming at an early 
date to free the Hospital of this burden. 


Che Cancer Hospital 


FREE 
FULHAM ROAD - - . : LONDON, S.W.3 


Bankers: COUTTS & CO., 440 Strand, London, W.C.2 


